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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 14, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims do not clearly set forth that the plurality of openings recited in claim 
14, line 2 are the same openings recited in parent claim 13, line 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 11-17, 19, 21, 23, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Faeber et al (U.S. Pat. No. 3,037,557). 

Faeber et al discloses a roller for conveying a web comprising a first cylindrical 
tubular body 10 equipped with a plurality of radial holes 18 arranged in longitudinal 
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rows. The tubular body 10 is capable of rotating with respect to a second inner fixed co- 
axial body 19. A suction chamber is defined between said first and said second body by 
means of sliding sealing elements 39. 

The sealing elements engage resiliently with the inner surface of the first 
cylindrical tubular body 10 as recited in claim 12 due to the bias of inserts 38. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18, 20, 22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Faeber et al (U.S. Pat. No. 3,037,557) in view of the admitted prior 
art of paragraphs [0003] (p. 1) through [0008] (p. 3) of the specification. 

Faeber et al is described above. 

Faeber et al does not explicitly state that the apparatus is a machine selected 
from the group consisting of rewinding, winding, and interfolding machines. 

The admitted prior art teaches using a conveying roller having a partial vacuum 
created inside the rollers in rewinding and interfolding machines to facilitate handling of 
web material. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the conveying roller of Faeber et al in a rewinding or 
interfolding machine as taught by the admitted prior art to more efficiently provide the 
required gripping force on the web material as it is fed through the machine. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Atkins (U.S. Pat. No. 1,120,432), Farnsworth (U.S. Pat. No. 
1,832,974), Abbott et al (U.S. Pat. No. 2,274,641), Dahl et al (U.S. Pat. No. 2,893,487), 
Schmid (U.S. Pat. No. 4,207,998), and Beisswanger et al (U.S. Pat. No. 5,104,489) are 
cited to show suction rolls for handling web material. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Haugland whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6945. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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